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By Elizabeth Chou
hchou@scng.com

The former dean of the 
USC School of Social Work has 
agreed to plead guilty to a fed-
eral bribery charge in a political 
corruption case involving sus-
pended Los Angeles City Council-
man Mark Ridley-Thomas, prose-
cutors announced Thursday.

Marilyn Flynn, 83, is expected 
to plead guilty in the coming 
weeks to the bribery charge and 
pay a fine of at least $100,000, 

COURTS

Guilty plea 
to bribery 
for former 
USC dean

By Nathaniel Percy
npercy@scng.com

A 23-year-old 
Long Beach man 
convicted of run-
ning over and kill-
ing a family of three 
near Los Cerritos 
Park in Long Beach 
on Halloween in 
2019 was sentenced 
to 25 years to life in 
state prison Thursday.

Carlo Adrian Navarro faced the 

LONG BEACH

Driver gets 
25 years in 
crash that 
killed family
Navarro apologizes 
for 2019 Halloween 
crash in which 3 died 

Navarro
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By Josh Funk,  
Josh Boak and  
Zeke Miller
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Rail com-
panies and their work-
ers reached a tentative 
agreement Thursday to 
avert a nationwide strike 
that could have shut down 
the nation’s freight trains 
and devastated the econ-

omy less than two months 
before the midterm elec-
tions.

President Joe Biden an-
nounced the deal, which 
emerged from a marathon 
20-hour negotiating ses-
sion at the Labor Depart-
ment and came just one 
day before the threatened 
walkout.

“This agreement is  

SHIPPING

Railroad freight strike averted
White House: President, Labor 
Department help push union and 
companies to tentative 5-year deal

By Kristy Hutchings
khutchings@scng.com

Executives at the ports 
of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach exhaled Thurs-
day when national rail-
road and labor repre-
sentatives announced a 
tentative deal to avert a 
potential work stoppage 
that o�cials said would 
have wreaked havoc on 

the already stressed sup-
ply chain.

Railroads are one of the 
key aspects of the com-
plex and nuanced supply 
chain — which also in-
cludes ports, ocean car-
riers and trucks, among 
other industries — that 
takes imports from over-
seas to store shelves.

But revelations of a  
possible strike over labor 

Ports: L.A., Long Beach complexes 
relieved; walkout could have been 
another blow to a supply chain issues

By Olga Grigoryants
ogrigoryants@scng.com

First lady Jill Biden is making a 
whirlwind visit to Los Angeles over 
two days, arriving at Hollywood 
Burbank Airport on Thursday for a 
brief appearance with the press be-
fore heading to unannounced pri-
vate activities, followed today by a 
major invitation-only Democratic 
National Committee event where 
she will speak.

Her last public speech in Los 

Angeles was on May 31, when she 
traveled with President Joe Biden 
to Los Angeles to speak at grad-
uation ceremonies for Los Ange-
les Community College held at the 
Greek Theatre.

Jill Biden got three standing ova-
tions from nearly 1,000 students 
and faculty in response to a speech 
in which she asked the LACC grad-
uates, “So, where are you from?” 
When a student in the theater 
called out a hometown, she laughed 

LOS ANGELES 

WHIRLWIND TOUR

PHOTOS BY HANS GUTKNECHT — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

First lady Jill Biden arrives at Hollywood Burbank Airport on Thursday for two days of public and private appearances in Los Angeles. 

Burbank Mayor Jess Talamantes greets �rst lady Jill Biden as 
she arrives at Hollywood Burbank Airport on Thursday. 

First lady Jill Biden to hobnob with the 
wealthy, activists and poor in brief visit  
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President Joe Biden, with Secretary of Labor Marty 
Walsh, speaks about a tentative railroad labor agreement 
on Thursday. Walkouts were threatened to begin today.RAILROAD » PAGE 5
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Quarterback Patrick Mahomes 
throws two touchdown passes 
for the Chiefs as Kansas City 
holds on to beat L.A. 27-24
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Full weather report B12

By Kristy Hutchings
khutchings@scng.com

Long Beach residents will soon have another 
way to get around town, with the city’s new all-
electric shuttle program expected to launch in 
mid-to-late October.

Dubbed the Micro-Transit Electric Shuttle Pro-
gram, the free ride service will operate in two 
main parts of the city — Downtown to Alamitos 
Beach, and Belmont Shore to the Alamitos Bay 
Landing, according to a recent city sta� report.

“We are really excited to really kick o� this 
important micro-mobility program,” Department 
of Public Works Director Eric Lopez said during 
this week’s City Council meeting. “It will add an-
other resource for our residents (and) visitors to 
be able to get around downtown and other ar-
eas of the city.”

The City Council OK’d a $1.1 million, two-year 
contract with Circuit Transit Inc. — which will 
operate the city service — during this week’s 
meeting.

That company, formerly known as The Free 
Ride, also operated Long Beach’s downtown pi-
lot shuttle program in 2018.

“It worked out great,” Lopez said of the 2018 pi-
lot program. “So we have a lot of lessons learned 
from that experience.”

Circuit’s vehicles, which can hold up to six 

TRANSPORTATION

Electric 
shuttles 
to hit the 
streets
Long Beach’s new EV program, 
which will o
er free rides, 
expected to launch in October

By Christina Merino
cmerino@scng.com

Long Beach has a strong 
Latino community — and 
the city has plans to cele-
brate Hispanic heritage over 
the next month.

National Hispanic Heri-
tage Month began on Thurs-
day and runs until Oct. 15, 
with the first week particu-
larly important in commem-
orating the diverse histo-
ries, cultures and contribu-
tions of people from Mexico, 
the Caribbean, Central and 
South America.

Thursday marked the 
anniversary of indepen-
dence for Costa Rica , 
El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. 
Mexico, meanwhile, cel-
ebrates its independence 
today while Chile does so 
on Sunday.

Throughout September 
and October, Long Beach — 
a city in which about 43% 
of the population claims 
Hispanic/Latino ethnicity, 
according to 2020 census 
data — will have differ-
ent events around the 
city to celebrate Hispanic 

Heritage Month:

Long Beach Public 
Library: ‘Vida Latina’ 
program series

The Long Beach Public 
Library is hosting its fourth 

annual “Vida Latina,” a se-
ries of events celebrating 
Hispanic Heritage Month. It 
began on Saturday and will 
continue until Nov. 2 at var-
ious library locations.

The celebration has a mix 
of in-person and virtual ac-

tivities for kids, teens and 
adults, including favorites 
such as Lotería and Cuentos 
y Cantos Storytime, accord-
ing to a press release. Events 
include Mercadito Literario 
at 1 p.m. Oct. 15 at the Billie 

CULTURE

Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month in LB

Public Library, Museum of Latin American Art and colleges are hosting events

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AQUARIUM OF THE PACIFIC

The Aquarium of the Paci�c is hosting its annual Baja Splash Cultural Festival during National Hispanic Heritage Month.

Dancers perform during the Baja Splash Cultural Festival. The Aquarium of the 
Paci�c is among Long Beach institutions hosting Hispanic Heritage Month events.

By City News Service

The Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 
O¤ce has asked police to conduct further in-
vestigation involving the four people arrested 
in connection with a shooting at a San Pedro 
park that left two men dead and six other 
people injured in July.

As a result, three of the four suspects have 

L.A. COUNTY

3 suspects released in deadly San Pedro park shooting
DA’s O�ce asks police for more 
evidence in July 24 killings of 2 men

By Harry Saltzgaver
hsaltzgaver@scng.com

Long Beach’s Aquarium of the Pacific long 
has paid homage to the cultures of the Pacific 
Ocean with weekend festivals, and will start 
the 2022 series this weekend with the 18th 
Moompetam American Indian Festival.

Participants will include members of the 
Tongva, Chumash, Acjachemen, Costanoan, 
Luiseno and Kumeyaay tribes. There will be 
dance and music performances, and displays 
and demonstrations of cultural materials, such 
as basketry, items of adornment and artifacts.

As part of the festival, aquarium o¤cials 
will present the Heritage Award to Cindi Al-
vitre, an American Indian studies professor at 
Cal State Long Beach. She also serves as the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act coordinator there.

A descendant of the Tongva, Alvitre was the 
first woman chair of the Gabrieleno/Tongva 
Tribal Council. She also cofounded the Ti’at 
Society, which focuses on the maritime cul-
ture of the Tongva. The awards ceremony will 
be at 1 p.m. Sunday in the Honda Pacific Vi-
sions Theater.

The Baja Splash Cultural festival will 

LONG BEACH

Moompetam 
American Indian 
festival set to open
Annual event at Aquarium helps honor 
the many cultures of the Paci�c Ocean

By Christina Merino
cmerino@scng.com

An assortment of canned 
beans and soups were 
stacked on the lobby floor of 
Long Beach’s Cove Hotel, the 
building blocks of architects 
and engineers working to cre-
ate sculptures to help feed the 
community.

The eighth annual CANstruc-
tion Long Beach event returned 
on Thursday with teams from 
local engineering and architect 

firms designing and building 
structures made out of canned 
goods.

But the canned goods won’t 
be decorative for long.

The structures will remain on 
display until later this month, 
and then the cans will be do-
nated to Food Finders, which 
will then distribute the cans to 
local agencies that help those 
who lack food in Long Beach, 
according to a press release.

The CANstruction donation 
will also help kick o� Food 

Finders’ annual holiday food 
drive, which begins Oct. 1.

“Food Finders is excited to 
be the beneficiary of the eighth 
annual Long Beach CANstruc-
tion,” Food Finders Executive 
Director Diana Lara said in a 
statement.

“Last year’s event generated 
a 13,000-pound-plus donation 
of canned goods,” she added, 
“and this unique event will 
continue to heighten aware-
ness of food insecurity in our 

LONG BEACH

CANstruction gets cra�y to end hunger
Engineers and architects answer Food Finders’ donation challenge Critical-

Structures Inc. 
of Long Beach 
was the �rst 
of three teams 
to complete an 
artistic structure 
made entirely of 
food cans. The 
team used cans 
of SpaghettiOs 
to mark NASA’s 
Artemis mission 
of sending a 
woman astronaut 
to the moon.
CHRISTINA MERINO 
STAFF
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Los Angeles 
police investigate 
a July 24 
shooting at Peck 
Park in San Pedro 
that le� two men 
dead. Three of 
four suspects 
arrested Monday 
are no longer in  
custody.
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community and will play an impor-
tant role in helping to feed those in 
need in our own backyard.”

This year’s theme was “Yes She 
CAN!” Architects and engineers 
demonstrated their talent and cre-
ativity by depicting women history-
makers in any way they wanted.

“Our three talented teams have 
spent months designing their 
structures,” said event organizer 
Terri Henry of Terri Henry Mar-
keting LLC, “and are allowed only 
12 hours to meticulously stack and 
color-coordinate their cans into 
ingenious feats of design.”

The teams constructed their 
projects in a frenzy throughout 
the day. And slowly, the sculptures 
took shape, each one depicting the 
accomplishments of women from 
the past, present and future.

Critical-Structures Inc., a struc-
tural engineering and consulting 
firm in Long Beach, drew inspira-
tion from NASA’s Artemis mission 
to land the first woman astronaut 
on the moon by 2025.

The team even used “Star Wars”-
themed Campbell’s SpaghettiOs to 
further underscore their theme.

Critical-Structures was the first 
team to finish building their sculp-
ture, using 3,876 cans.

PCL Construction Services — a 
general contractor that has com-
pleted projects throughout South-
ern California — re-created Hearst 

Castle out of 2,740 cans. They 
chose the design to pay homage to 
the engineering and design of the 
castle by architect Julia Morgan.

Tuchscher Engineering Group, 
a boutique engineering firm in 
downtown Long Beach, built the 
Vega Omega — the plane flown by 
Amelia Earhart — with 4,750 cans.

Together, the three teams will 
donate about 11,000 cans of food 

to Food Finders — but that num-
ber could increase.

Visitors are encouraged to bring 
additional canned goods to the 
event. They can vote for their fa-
vorite structure by placing the 
cans in the Food Finders-supplied 
bins next to each structure, Henry 
said.

The one with the most votes 
will receive the “People’s Choice” 

award. Additional awards include 
“Structural Ingenuity,” “Best Use 
of Labels” and “Juror’s Favorite,” 
which will be chosen by a panel 
of local judges at the end of the 
exhibition.

The sculptures will be on dis-
play until Sept. 25 at The Cove Ho-
tel, 200 E. Willow St. Visitors can 
arrive during the hotel’s regular 
business hours.

CANstruction
FROM PAGE 3

Tuchscher 
Engineering 
Group 
designed the 
Vega Omega, 
aviator Amelia 
Earhart’s 
plane, for the 
eighth annual 
CANstruction 
Long Beach 
event at the 
Cove Hotel 
on Thursday. 
The can 
structures 
will be on 
display at the 
Willow Street 
hotel through 
Sept. 25. The 
cans will then 
be donated by 
Food Finders 
to feed the 
hungry in 
Long Beach.

PHOTOS BY 
CHRISTINA MERINO 
STAFF

The PCL Construction Services team re-creates Hearst Castle, honoring architect Julia Morgan, for the 
CANstruction Long Beach event. This year’s theme is “Yes She CAN!” to honor history-making women.

Jean King Main Library.
To see the full schedule 

of Vida Latina programs, 
go to lbpl.org or call 
562-570-7500.

Museum of Latin 
American Art

Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month with the 
Museum of Latin Ameri-
can Art on Sunday with 
art workshops, a pop up 
shop, dance classes and 
more.

MoLAA will have the 
Boom Mexican Food 
Truck onsite from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

At the MoLAA Corner 
Park, at Seventh Street 
and Alamitos Avenue, art-
ist Maria Guadalupe will 
teach a drawing work-
shop on traditional Mex-
ican amate paper and 
chalk pastels from 9 to 
11 a.m.

Folk lor ico  dance 
classes for all ages will 
be taught at the museum 
as well.

To register for events, 
go to molaa.org.

Retro Row: ¡Viva 
Nuestre Arte!

Support local Latino 
artists and vendors at this 
month’s Fourth Fridays 
on Fourth Street, from 6 
to 9 p.m. Sept. 23. Retro 
Row is also home to local 
businesses that are part 
of the Latino community, 
such as Lola’s Mexican 
Cuisine and Plantiitas, 
an LGBTQ- and Latino-
owned plant store.

Aquarium of the 
Pacific’s Baja Splash 
Cultural Festival

The Aquarium of the 
Pacific will host its 21st 
annual Baja Splash Cul-
tural Festival to cele-
brate Mexican, Central 
and South American cul-
tures from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Sept. 24 and 25. 

The festival will fea-
ture traditional dances, 
live music, and educa-
tional programming in 
English and Spanish.

Entry is included with 
aquarium general ad-
mission, and free for 
members and children 
younger than 3.

To purchase tickets on-
line, go to aquariumofpa-
cific.org/events.

Cal State 
Long Beach

Cal State Long Beach 
will kick o§ the fall se-
mester with various on-
campus cultural com-
munities, including the 
Latinx community today. 

Students can register 
at csulb.edu/culturalwel-
comes.

The university will also 
host in-person and online 
events throughout the 
month for students.

For more information, 
go to bit.ly/3dcRrl4 .

Long Beach 
City College

Long Beach City Col-
lege will have a series 
of in-person and online 
events throughout the 
month to celebrate His-
panic Heritage Month.

The kick o§ will take 
place from noon to 2 p.m. 
today with food, music, 
performers and more.

For more information 
about the events, go to 
lbcc.edu .

Hispanic
FROM PAGE 3

been released from cus-
tody.

“A case was presented 
to our o¨ce, but we have 
asked for further investiga-
tion,” said Greg Risling, a 
spokesman for the District 
Attorney’s O¨ce. “Our of-
fice is in communication 
with the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department and will 
review the evidence once it 
is presented for filing con-
sideration.”

On Monday, Los An-
geles police announced 

that the four suspects 
were arrested last week 
by the LAPD and the FBI 
and booked on suspicion 
of murder in connection 
with the July 24 shooting 
at Peck Park, at 560 West-
ern Ave.

Tashman Williams 31, 
and Carlyle Phillips, 29, 
both died.

When the shooting 
broke out, hundreds of 
people were in the park, 
which was the site of a car 
show and a weekly soft-
ball game. A motive for the 
shooting was unclear.

Raynard French, 56, 
was arrested in Carson; 
Travion McCraw, 41, was 

arrested in Lake Elsinore; 
Antoine Newsome, 41, was 
arrested in Gardena; and 
Kenyon Siler, 48, was ar-
rested in Long Beach, po-
lice said.

French, Newsome and 
Siler have been released 
from custody, according 
to jail records.

Jail records show Mc-
Craw remained behind 
bars on a hold from the 
California Department of 
Corrections, without the 
possibility of bail, linked 
to another allegation.

Sta� writer 
Ruby Gonzales 
contributed to this report.

Peck
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follow on the weekend of 
Sept. 24 and 25 during 
National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. That fes-
tival, the 21st iteration, 
celebrates cultures bor-
dering the Pacific from 
Mexico to South Amer-
ica. Southeast Asia Day 
is on Oct. 1.

Festival attendance 
is included with general 
admission: $36.95 for 
adults, $26.95 for chil-
dren, free for aquar-
ium members. Reserva-
tions are required. For 
more information, go to 
aquariumofpacific.org .

Aquarium
FROM PAGE 3

passengers at a time and 
are accessible for those with 
disabilities, will transport 
riders between businesses 
and popular Long Beach 
destinations within each 
service area.

“We want to reduce de-
mand for on-street park-
ing and we also want to im-
prove connections to ex-
isting mass transit,” Lopez 
said during the Tuesday  
council meeting. “And we 
also want to stimulate the 
local economy by better cir-
culating visitors throughout 
the corridor and better acti-
vating visitor-serving desti-
nations.”

The all-electric shuttle 
fleet, the Tuesday sta§ re-
port said, will also help re-
duce greenhouse gas emis-
sions in Long Beach by 
providing residents a clean-
energy alternative to short 
car trips and minimizing 
the number of vehicles in 
the city.

The first service area, ac-
cording to the sta§ report, 
will be bounded by Magno-
lia Avenue in the west and 

Cherry Avenue in the east, 
Ocean Boulevard in the 
south to Fourth and Sixth 
streets in the north. (Sixth 
Street isn’t continuous.)

Belmont Shore, Naples Is-
land and the Alamitos Bay 
Landing will be accessible 
in the second service area, 
the report said. That trape-
zoidal-like area will gener-
ally be bounded by Livings-
ton Drive, Appian Way, Pa-
cific Coast Highway/Marina 
Drive at the county line, and 
the waterfront.

Residents in both areas 
can either hail one of the 
shuttles — or use Circuit’s 
app to request a ride.

The shuttles will oper-

ate from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
on Thursdays and Fridays, 
from noon to 10 p.m. on Sat-
urdays, and from noon to 
6 p.m. on Sundays.

“Those are the base hours 
that we’re going to start o§ 
with,” Lopez said, noting 
the city will track residen-
tial demand for the pro-
gram and adjust the oper-
ating times as necessary. 
“This program is flexible; 
we’ll be able to make adjust-
ments based on real world 
data that we’re going to be 
collecting as we’re operat-
ing the program.”

And, Lopez said, the pro-
gram was designed with 
further citywide expansion 

in mind — if future funding 
is available to do so.

The city estimates a 
$1.6 million total proj-
ect cost, which includes 
the Circuit contract and a 
$200,000 bu§er to pay for 
project oversight, adminis-
trative costs and program 
marketing, the sta§ report 
said.

Most of that sum will be 
covered by the Long Beach 
Recovery Act funding, the 
sta§ report said, with ad-
ditional money from Prop-
osition A, a half-cent sales 
tax approved by Los Ange-
les County voters in 1980 to 
fund transportation proj-
ects.

Shuttle
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An electric 
shuttle 
used during 
Long 
Beach’s 
2018 pilot 
program.

COURTESY OF 
THE FREE RIDE
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